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In addition to the role of CEO, Markus Duesmann has taken on responsibility for the technical development division of Audi AG. He succeeds Hans-Joachim Rothenpieler, who is leaving the company at his own request. Duesmann will take the development division in a new direction with a particular focus on process quality. He will be supported by a chief operating officer, who will coordinate the day-to-day work of the development engineers, and a chief transition architect, who will organize the realignment of the division. In his function as Board of Management Member for Development, Duesmann is also heading a newly created division that will independently manage the product ranges, which currently consist of 65 models, as well as the Premium Platform Electric (PPE) project center. Following another strategic decision by the supervisory board, the Chairman of the Board of Management will also assume direct responsibility for the company\'s business in China in the future.Markus Duesmann© AudiHans-Joachim Rothenpieler© Audi
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Dr. Malte Sommer, who has a doctorate in acceleration physics, is now Head of the calibration laboratory at TÜV Nord Mobilität. He joined the company at the start of 2019 and at the end of the year took over responsibility for the laboratory. Before that he spent eight years carrying out research with the Delta particle accelerator at the Technical University of Dortmund. Now he and the members of his team are providing calibration services according to DAkkS standards for exhaust gas measuring equipment for gasoline and diesel engines, brake test rigs and headlight adjustment systems. The laboratory works closely with the company\'s in-house testing equipment department to ensure that the devices tested in the laboratory meet all the necessary legal requirements. The range of services provided includes maintaining and repairing exhaust gas meters, tests of brake test rigs to ensure that they comply with accident prevention regulations, together with routine testing and adjustment, and routine tests of headlight adjustment test devices.Malte Sommer© TÜV Nord
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Melanie Lane is the new CEO of New Motion, the charging solutions provider, which is a subsidiary of Shell. She succeeds Sytse Zuidema, who has held the position for the last five years. In the future, Lane will be responsible for the strategy and the further rowth of the service provider. Lane is taking on the role after over 20 years at Shell, where she has worked in various marketing, sales and business development roles. Since 2015 New Motion has grown from a start-up to a leading company in the field of electric mobility in Europe. In 2017 it became a fully owned subsidiary of Shell. \"I\'m looking forward to joining the team,\" said Lane. \"Our New Motion network and public roaming network are expanding rapidly and will soon reach a new milestone with 150,000 charge points in the roaming network.\" Shell plans to stop producing emissions by 2025 - if possible even earlier.Melanie Lane© New Motion
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ZF has successfully completed the acquisition of the commercial vehicle technology supplier Wabco, having gained approval from all the regulatory authorities. Wabco shares ceased public trading with immediate effect. Following the end of the acquisition process, the integration of the company into the ZF Group will begin. The aim of the two organizations is to advance the development of commercial vehicle technologies and to expand the range of services for commercial vehicles and the operational customer business. In the future, Wabco will operate as the independent commercial vehicle control systems division of ZF, which makes it the group\'s tenth division. It employs around 12,000 people at 45 locations worldwide. \"This acquisition represents an important milestone in the history of our company,\" said Wolf-Henning Scheider, CEO of ZF. The division will be headed by Fredrik Staedtler. He has long experience of the commercial vehicle industry, most recently as Head of ZF\'s commercial vehicle technology division. Jacques Esculier, CEO of Wabco, will leave the company.Wolf-Henning Scheider© ZFFredrik Staedtler© ZF
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The Mercedes-Benz high-performance subsidiary AMG has a new CEO. Philipp Schiemer, formerly Head of Mercedes-Benz do Brasil, has taken over responsibility for the company. In addition, Jochen Hermann has been appointed Chief Technical Officer and Member of the Board of AMG. He was previously Head of E-drive Development at Daimler AG. Tobias Moers, who has been Chairman of AMG since 2013, is leaving the company at his own request to become the new CEO of Aston Martin Lagonda in the UK. Philipp Schiemer has held various management positions at Daimler in Germany and Brazil since 1987, including Head of Marketing at Mercedes-Benz Cars. Hermann was previously Head of Overall Vehicle Development at AMG from 2014 to 2016, before focusing on electric drive systems and battery research as Head of E-drive Development at Daimler. He joined the Daimler Group in 1997 and has also worked in areas such as driver assistance systems and steering systems.Philipp Schiemer© Daimler
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A Missed Opportunity {#Sec7}
--------------------

The transition to low-carbon mobility will only be successful if we make use of all the technologies available to us. That is a key finding of the new summary report produced by Working Group 2 of the German National Platform Future of Mobility (NPM). The German federal government was already aware of this message when it introduced its 130 billion euro economic stimulus package.**Dr. Johannes Liebl** Editor in Charge ATZ \| MTZ \| ATZelectronics

A total of 50 billion euros from the package will be used to promote the technologies of the future, with a focus on energy and climate change mitigation. One of the cornerstones is the introduction of hydrogen as a fuel. Hydrogen must now become part of the energy chain and will be used as a means of storing excess electricity generated from renewable sources.

Reconversion to electricity is not generally recommended for reasons of efficiency, but hydrogen can be transformed into mechanical energy in combustion engines and fuel cell powertrains. In addition, it can be combined with CO~2~ to produce synthetic fuels. This is part of the politicians\' plans for aviation and shipping, but not for cars.

Why did the government not listen to the NPM? If we are to meet our targets for 2030 using only electric vehicles, more than ten million new BEVs will need to roll off the production lines in the next ten years. After the coronavirus pandemic is over, people will have less money to spend. Many of them will postpone the purchase of a new car and when they do buy, the price will be a very important consideration. This is why the existing fleet must become part of the solution. And that is only possible with synthetic fuels that are produced using renewable energy and added to fossil fuels. Why does the economic stimulus package not incorporate this approach?
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Dr. Werner Tietz has been appointed Executive Vice President for Research and Development at Seat. His most recent role was Head of Development at Bentley. He replaces Axel Andorff, who is moving to Škoda to take over responsibility for the midsize and MEB product lines. Tietz is a graduate of RWTH Aachen University and joined the Volkswagen Group in 1994. He held several positions at Audi and was responsible for the development of all Audi interiors. In 2011 he transferred to Porsche, where he worked in the body and interior departments. From 2018 onward, he was a member of the Bentley executive committee and Head of Development, where he put in place a new development strategy and laid the foundations for the electrification of the brand. More than 1000 engineers are employed at Seat\'s development center.Werner Tietz© Seat
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Dr. Martin Berger, Vice President Corporate Research and Advanced Engineering at Mahle International, is the newest Member of the ATZ Scientific Advisory Board. Berger has held his current position since the start of the year. He began his degree course in telematics, specializing in computer science and electronics, at the Technical University of Graz in 1993 and went on to complete his doctorate in applied computer science there in 2001. After finishing his studies, Berger held a range of management positions at an engineering service provider and then joined the Mahle Group in 2014 as Head of Mahle Powertrain.Martin Berger© Mahle
